APR-12-05 08:13 PM 



P. 1 T 



Appl No. IW/lb.V»93 

Kcsponst- dMc<\ April 12, 2005 

Kcply to Office Action of January 12, 2005 

REMARKS/ ARGUMENTS 

Claims 239-272 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-238 were 
previously canceled without prejudice. No claims are amended herein. 
Applic ant respectfully requests re-examination and re-consideration of pending 
claims 239-272, in view of the following remarks. 

1* Rej ectio n of Claims 239, 246, 256 and 263 Base d on 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 

The Examiner has rejected independent claims 239, 246, 256 and 263 
under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,005,945 
(Whitehouse). Applicant respectfully disagrees for at least the reasons discussed 
below. 

A. Whiteho use Fails to Anticipate All Elements of Clai ms 239 and_256 
With respect to the embodiments recited in claims 239 and 256, the 
Examiner states: 

P'*t claims 239 and l'" 1 ^., Withehouse clearly r^.n-hos 
• i ■■niirio processing method «i:id system for procpssi i .j 
:-o.s f Mil-.- ii.di'.-ja requests corror i si ng : 

♦ inn nistrator system software exoeutim; u.n ore 
or, more computers, administrator systoir sol*. warn 
i n comrnu n l ca tion w ■ t h s a i d server r? ys t e»r , s ,i I d 
.i-inn nistrator systom software comp r i i n< t .i 
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:? t..a r. i st i cal analysis repot i. module conf igured ;.o 
f r-ov i d<? one or more reports about user 
transactions (See Withehouse abst ract, iiyur^H *\ , 
r :A- c jB and column 6, line 20 - column 7, lint-- i'/, 
t:\dumn 7, lines 54-60, column .1.1, lines 
and co L un\n 1 % linos 60-68) . [sic J 

Applicant respectfully disagrees. Whitehouse does not teach or suggest, 
let alone anticipate the system clement of administrator system software 
comprising a statistical analysis report module where the administrator system 
software is in communication with the server system, as recited in claim 239, nor 
the method element of administrator system software generating a report, as 
recited in claim 256. 

Applicant submits that the abstract, figures 4, 5A-5B, column 6:20 through 
column 7:12 and column 7:54-68 of Whitehouse do not reference any 
administrator system software, statistical analysis report module or the 
generation of reports regarding user transactions. 

Column 1 I, lines 60-68 of Whitehouse refer to a local transaction log and 
user balance kept at the customer PC. Whitehouse states that "this allows for 
rapid report generation and balance checking without contacting the secure 
centra/ computer" Whitehouse does not teach or suggest any specific 
mechanism for providing report generation, let alone a mechanism thai is an 
element of administrator system software. In fact, as shown in the italicized 
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portion above, Whitehouse teaches away from communication with a server 
system in connection with report generation. In contrast, claim 239 of the 
present application recites that the administrator system software is in 
communication with the server system, and the administrator system software 
comprises the statistical analysis report module. Claim 256 of the present 
application recites that the administrator system software? generates the report. 

Column IS, lines 60-68 of Whitehouse refer to an automatic comparison 
between a local balance and a central balance after each transaction. No 
reference is made to a report provided by a statistical reports module or 
administrator system software. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that Whitehouse fails 
to teach, suggest or anticipate the embodiments respectively recited in claim 239 
and claim 256 of the present application. 

B ■ W hitehou se Fails to Anticipate All Elem ents of Claims 246 and 263 

With respect to the embodiments recited in independent claims 246 and 

263, the Fxa miner states: 

hr- p.-r Cairns 246 and 263, WhitehousG rlft^rly touches 
n, v r-. : i"ocessing method and sy.if.om For processing 
P<:53tri'V . r:.ii»:id requests comprising: 
» 

wherein said server system comprises: 
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• <i user account interface module conf Lqurod to 
respond to- an account request received from a 
qiven ciient system by retrieving a portion of 
said stored account information that, is 
associated with a respective user ul. ijaid qivon 
client system and providing said port.icn to ;Ki-o.t 
gi ven client system (See Withehouse dbstivuM , 
fi-.jures 4, 5A-5B and Column 6, lino i:0 column 
7, line 12, column 7, lines 54-68). 

Applicant respectfully disagrees. Whitehouse does not teach or suggest, 
let alone anticipate the system element of a user account interface module as 
recited in claim 246, nor the method clement of responding to an account request 
from a client system by retrieving stored account information from a database in 
the server system, as recited in claim 263. 

Applicant submits that the abstract, figures 4, 5A-5B, column 6:20 through 
column 7: 12 and column 7:54-68 of Whitehouse discuss handling of postage 
requests, but do not teach or suggest the processing of an account request from a 
client system. The user account information at the central server is used for 
validating postage requests, not for sending account information to the customer 
computer. As taught at column 11, lines 60-66 of Whitehouse, the customer 
computer maintains a local copy of the current balance and a transaction log, to 
avoid any communications with the central server to obtain account information. 
Thus, Whitehouse teaches away from the user account interface module recited 
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in claim 246, and the element of responding to user account requests as recited in 
claim 263. 

I or at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that Whitehouse fails 
to teach or suggest, let alone anticipate, the invention embodiments recited in 
independent claims 239, 246, 256 and 263. The rejection being traversed, 
Applicant submits that claims 239, 246, 256 and 263 are allowable over the cited 
art. Further, dependent claims 240-245 and 257-262, being dependent upon 
allowable base claims 239 and 256, are also allowable for at least the foregoing 
reasons. 

1 1 - Rejection of Claims 240-24 5. 247-255. 257-262 and 264-272 
Based on 35 LLS.C. § 103 

The Kxaminer has rejected claims 240-245, 247-255, 257-262 and 264-272 
based on 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,005,945 
(Whitehouse) in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,752,950 (Le Carpenter). Applicant 
respectfully disagrees. 

Applicant submits that claims 240-245 and 257-262, being dependent upon 
respective allowable base claims, are also allowable for at least the reasons 
provided in section (1)(A), with respect to independent claims 239 and 256. 
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With respect to independent claims 247 and 264, Applicant submits that 
the combination of Whitehouse and Le Carpenter fails to teach or suggest the 
recited embodiments for at least the reason that Whitehouse and Le Carpenter 
fail to teach or suggest a statistical reports module on the server system, as 
recited in c laim 247, or the provision of reports that are accessible by a separate 
postal service system through an interface, as recited in claim 264. 

As the Examiner states, Whitehouse is not clear and specific regarding a 
statistical reports module configured to provide reports associated with usage of 
said on-line postage system by said one or more users. However, Applicant 
submits that, contrary to the Examiner's assertion, Le Carpenter does not teach 
the limitation recited. 

1 e Carpenter teaches a three tier system for management of franking 
machines, where data is passed up the tiers to a top tier central station. The top 
tier central station, which is not the same as the server system of the present 
claims, generates cumulative totals and journals based on the information 
obtained from the tier below (see column 9, lines 30-41 of Le Carpenter). As 
taught by Le Carpenter, the top tier central station, in which the journals and 
cumulative totals are generated, belongs to the Postal Administration (see 
column 2, lines 19-20 of Le Carpenter). Thus, the combination of Le Carpenter 
and Whitehouse, assuming such a combination were possible, would result in 
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the generation of journals and cumulative totals in the postal a uthor ity (i.e.. 

In contrast, claim 247 of the present application recites a server system, 
apart from the Postal Authority (i.e., postal service system), that comprises a 
statistical reports module interfacing with a postaJ service interface module. 
Likewise, claim 264 recites the generation of reports apart from the postal service 
system, where those reports are accessible by a postal service system through an 
interface, as opposed to Le Carpenter's technique of generating journals directly 
within the postal service system (i.e., Postal Administration central station). 
Thus, the combination of Whitehouse and Le Carpenter does not teach or 
suggest the embodiments recited in claims 247 and 264 of the present 
application. 

l : or at least the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that independent 
claims 247 and 264 are allowable over the cited references. In addition, 
dependent claims 248-255 and 265-272, being dependent upon allowable base 
claims, are also allowable for at least the foregoing reasons. 
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HI. ik>achJSjon 

Eor the foregoing reasons, Applicant submits that the Examiner's 
rejections of the pending claims have been traversed. The present application i: 
(herefore in condition for allowance. Applicant respectfully requests thai a 
timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 
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